
Theatre 211
Fall, 2011

Acting I: Syllabus
CONTACT INFORMATION
David Hlavsa





Office Hours: 

    
Office: rm. 343




Mondays & Wednesdays: 11:50a-2:50p
206-579-9387 






E-mail: dhlavsa@stmartin.edu 


and by appointment
PURPOSE OF THE COURSE 

This course focuses on identifying and developing the actor's most basic tools: voice, senses, physical and emotional awareness, memory, intuition and imagination.  Among other things, the class can help you to:

· 
Build confidence

· 
Loosen up

· 
Express yourself more clearly and more fully

· 
"Think on your feet" more quickly and effectively

· 
Be more "present" in front of an audience

· 
Get and hold people's attention

· 
Concentrate under pressure

· 
Put people at ease (or not!)

· 
Listen and empathize more deeply

· 
"Read" a room

· 
Use stage fright to your advantage

TEXTS
A Practical Handbook for the Actor by Melissa Bruder, et al; Vintage Books

An Actor Rehearses: What to Do When – and Why by David Hlavsa; Allworth Press

Impro by Keith Johnstone; Theatre Arts Books

REQUIREMENTS
1. SCENE WORK: You will perform twice over the course of the semester, once around midterms and once during finals week.  I'll choose or help you to choose the material.  We will work on the scenes in class, but you will also need to rehearse with your scene partner(s) outside of class.  Plan on meeting at least twice per week for about an hour each time, and keeping a written record of your rehearsals: where you met and for how long, who was there, what you worked on, etc.  Your preparation for performing the scene will include some written work – see “Assignments” handout for details.

2. ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION: Including our finals week session, we are scheduled to meet 29 times this semester.  You may miss or be late to two sessions for any reason without penalty.  Please save such absences for genuine emergencies.  Your attendance/participation grade will be calculated according to the following formula: if you attend 27-29 classes, you’ll get an A.  26 classes = A-/B+.  25 classes = B.  24 classes = B-/C+.  23=C.  22=C-/D+.  21= D.  Fewer than 21=F.  Important: in order to pass the course, you must attend at least 21 classes; see “grading” below.

In class: Volunteer for everything.  Speak up.  You'll get much more out of the course.

Due to the ensemble nature of this course, attendance and punctuality are crucial; you are expected to be not just present, not just on time, but early, warmed-up, and prepared to work. 

You are responsible for all material covered in class.  If you must be late to or absent from class, please try to give me 24 hours’ notice and be sure to find out afterwards what was covered and what's been assigned.  

3. READING: See “Assignments” handout for details.
4. ATTENDING PLAYS: You are expected to see and be prepared to discuss in class at least two live theatrical productions this semester.  I'll make arrangements for us to see them together.  If you are unable to see these productions, you should attend other plays on your own initiative and write up a summary of your impressions and observations. 

GRADING
Scene work 




70%

Attendance & Participation


30%
Important: In order to pass the course, you must perform both scenes and receive a passing grade in attendance/participation.  
CLOTHING: Please come to class dressed in clothing you can move in: sweats, loose clothing, etc.  No tight jeans or fancy stuff. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have medical and/or safety concerns to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please let me know as soon as possible.

ON ACADEMIC HONESTY: When you hand in written work with your name on it, you are expected to credit your sources for quotations or major ideas.  Representing the words and/or ideas of others as your own amounts to academic dishonesty.  Depending on the seriousness and extent of the problem, academic dishonesty may result in anything from failure of an assignment to failure of the course and/or further disciplinary action in accordance with the regulations in the University catalogue and Student Handbook.
CALENDAR – please see separate handout for specific assignment instructions


T 8/30

First class/introductions

R 9/1 

Have read: play #1




Have read: An Actor Rehearses, Introduction and chapter 1


T 9/6

Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapter 2

R 9/8 

Have completed two outside rehearsals & begun rehearsal log 




Rough draft, play #1 text work


T 9/13

Have read: Practical Handbook



Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapter 3

R 9/15

Four outside rehearsals

T 9/20 
Rough draft play #1 actor’s analysis 


Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapter 4

R 9/22 
Six outside rehearsals – scene blocked
CALENDAR (continued) – please see separate handout for specific assignment instructions

T 9/27 
Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapter 5
R 9/29 
Eight outside rehearsals – off book

T 10/4 
Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapters 6-7



Have completed ten outside rehearsals

R 10/6 
No assignment
T 10/11
Perform scene #1 & hand in written work

R 10/13
No class.  E-mail self-evaluation

T 10/18
Have read: An Actor Rehearses, chapter 8



Have read play #2

R 10/20 
No assignment
T 10/25
Have completed two outside rehearsals & begun rehearsal log 




Rough draft play #2 text work
R 10/27
Have read: Impro
T 11/1  
Four outside rehearsals
R 11/3  
No assignment
T 11/8 
Rough draft, play #2 actor’s analysis


Six outside rehearsals – scene blocked
R 11/10 
No assignment

T 11/15 
No assignment
R 11/17 
Eight outside rehearsals – off book
T 11/22 
Ten outside rehearsals
T 11/29 
no assignment
R 12/1  
Twelve outside rehearsals
T 12/6 
No assignment
R 12/8

Have completed fourteen outside rehearsals



Perform scene #2 & hand in written work

T 12/13
Scene #2 self-evaluation due




Exam session/wrap-up
4
3

